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31st December 2020 

 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

You will have recently been made aware of the Government’s plans to offer mass testing to students 

of secondary school age. The ‘lateral flow test’ (LFT) is to be used alongside other protective measures 

in order to disrupt the spread of the Coronavirus. The government has made it clear that whilst it’s an 

ambition for all schools across the country to be testing the students routinely, it is not compulsory 

and written consent is required. 

 

From the announcement on Thursday 17th December, we have worked tirelessly to establish the best 

way of administering the tests in order to ensure that we achieve the intended outcome and in no 

way increase the risk due to maladministration and or flaws with the test. We have participated in 

webinars and Q & A sessions across all of our regions, trying to obtain the most up-to-date advice and 

guidance.  

 

For Secondary Special schools, the guidance is to return as normal from the 5th January. Therefore, we 

will be expecting children to return to face to face education and will be rolling out a testing program 

for those who opt in and where we have written consent. However, I would like to once again stress 

that participation in the testing programme is entirely optional. 

 

There are a few caveats which are important to understand;  

 

1. If you consent to your child being tested and they test positive you must be able to collect 

them from school.  

2. The LA will not send taxi drivers to collect your son or daughter if they test positive with an 

LFT test.  

3. The school will not be providing transport if the test result is positive for your son or daughter, 

and it is the complete responsibility of parents and carers to make these arrangements. If you 

cannot, we will be advising that your son or daughter engages with distance learning packages 

until the LA provides clarity on transport arrangements.   

4. There is an expectation that pupils will follow all guidelines the school has in place and to not 

put others at risk by refusing to follow instructions and rules.  

 

On returning to school, I would like to confirm that each school will double their efforts in honouring 

the White Horse Federation pledge by: 

 

1. Ensuring each school is as Covid safe as possible and to ensure we take every measure to keep 

our students, and staff safe at this time. 



 

2. Ensuring that your child receives a quality educative experience with quality first teaching and 

quality first opportunities to learn whether they are in school or are required to isolate for 

whatever reason at home. 

3. Guaranteeing that the emotional and pastoral needs of our students and staff remain our highest 

priority in order to ensure that we protect the physical and emotional well-being of all in our care 

especially those who are particularly vulnerable. 

 

You will receive further, more specific, information regarding the testing in the coming days. In the 

meantime, there is a FAQ section on each school’s website. 

 

Thank you in advance for your ongoing support and encouragement. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 
 

Richard Lewis  

Director of SEMH WHF/ Principal, The Peak Academy  

 

 

 
 


