
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

18th May 2021,  
 

 

 

Dear Parent/ Carer 

I am writing to let you know the plans and changes to guidance following the announcement 

by the Prime Minister and government team this week. As ever, these plans are subject to 

change and further clarification. The government have indicated the changes from the 17th 

May and the DfE has adjusted it guidance to schools.  

 

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said: 

Step three of the roadmap allows people to mix indoors once again and in line with the latest 
data, we no longer need to recommend that face coverings are worn in the classroom. 

Over the past year we have always put the wellbeing of pupils and staff first, and this step is 
now the right one, as vaccinations protect the most vulnerable in society and we turn our 
attention to building back better from the pandemic. 

Testing in schools and colleges continues to be important, so I urge all students, families 
and teachers to keep testing themselves twice weekly, to help reduce the risk of 
transmission. 

John Simpson, Head of Public Health Advice, Guidance and Expertise Pillar (PHAGE) at 
Public Health England, said: 

Existing control measures in schools including good ventilation, handwashing, social 
distancing where possible and twice weekly testing remain hugely important. 

All other protective measures such as ventilation and social distancing where possible will 
remain in place and regular rapid testing will continue to help find and isolate asymptomatic 
cases when they do occur. 

Staff are not required to wear face coverings in the classroom but should continue to wear 
them in communal areas such as the staff room, where social distancing may not be 
possible. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The diagram below reinforces the careful steps we have taken in line with the government roadmap 

and I have marked where we currently reside.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diagram: step plan to support the widening of provision in WHF special schools in line with Government measures.  

Points to note & key changes to the guidance are: 

 From the 17th May  

• Face coverings will no longer be recommended for pupils in classrooms or 

communal areas. They are also no longer recommended for staff in 

classrooms.  They continue to be recommended for staff and visitors in 

communal areas where social distancing is not possible. 

  

• The legislation that governs compulsory school age is unchanged. As usual, 

pupils cease to be of compulsory school age on the last Friday of June in the 

year in which they turn 16. That means that those pupils are not required to 

attend school after this date. 

  

• All pupils travelling to England must adhere to government travel advice. 

Those arriving from a ‘red list’ country, or have transited through one in the 

past 10 days, must quarantine in a government approved facility with a parent 

or legal guardian rather than at home. 



 

  

• Schools can undertake domestic residential education visits. 

  

• It is recommended that schools do not go on any international visits this 

academic year up to and including 5 September 2021. 

  

• Risk assessments should be completed before running transitional, taster and 

open days to ensure that they are run in line with system of controls and align 

with the advice contained in the operational guidance and the roadmap out of 

lockdown. 

  

• Wraparound and other extra-curricular activities for children, taking place 

indoors, will be able to take place in groups of any number. However, it 

remains important to continue to minimise mixing between children, where 

possible. 

  

• If planning an indoor or outdoor face-to-face performance in front of a live 

audience, you should follow the latest advice in the working safely during 

COVID-19 in the performing arts guidance, which provides details of how to 

manage audiences as well as carry out performing arts safely. If planning an 

outdoor performance you should also give particular consideration to the 

guidance on delivering outdoor events. 

  

• Ofsted intends to resume its full programme of routine, graded school 

inspections in September 2021. During the summer term, Ofsted is restarting 

some onsite inspections. 

 

Specifically, for Yr. 11’s  

Year 11 Term 6 2021  

 

The operational guidance for schools was updated and confirms that there is an 

expectation for schools to deliver curriculum for Year 11 to the end of the summer 

term. 

The guidance gives flexibility for schools to deliver activities to suit their own pupils 

and does not need to be full-time.  The offer could be a combination of remote 

provision, independent study, visits to education providers and attendance in person 

at school. 

Suggested activities in the guidance are: 

• Curriculum catch up 

• Work to support transition to post 16 education 

• Support with training and pastoral needs 

• Developing study skills 

• SRE support  
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/working-safely-during-coronavirus-covid-19/performing-arts
https://www.eventsindustryforum.co.uk/index.php/11-features/14-keeping-workers-and-audiences-safe-during-covid-19


 

Therefore, Mr Pollok will coordinate and communicate the plans for Yr. 11’s in Term 
6. This will be a flexible offer to continue supporting pupils and will be delivered via 
online platforms.  You will be notified of these plans before the end of T5.  
 

Systems of control  

The system of control in place in school is broadly the same as it was in the latter part 

of the Autumn Term. Staggered breaks, zoning and bubbles will remain in place. 

Students will be required to observe the one-way system, regularly sanitise their 

hands, and avoid mixing outside of their year group wherever possible. It is still 

recommended that pupils engage in the home testing programme.  

Behaviour 

It is imperative that we all work together to ensure students fully respect the systems 

and procedures and do not put others at risk by not following the rules. This includes 

excellent behaviour and utilising the specialist support and guidance we have in our 

specialist provisions.   

Attendance  

It is a requirement that all students attend school. Should you have any questions 

about your child’s attendance or concerns about household members who have been 

advised to shield, please contact your child’s school.  

With this in mind we remain steadfast in our 3 pledges below.  

 We promise 3 things “The White Horse Pledge” 

 

1. Covid safety at all times 
2. High quality educational delivery 
3. Well-being of staff and pupils 

 
If at anytime you feel we can improve, please don’t hesitate to contact me and we 
can work together. Of course, if you feel we are doing a good job please let us know. 
It’s nice to hear positives as well.  
 
Lastly, your child’s welfare continues to be our highest priority. All our staff are working 

as normal and are available for advice and support. Please let us know if there is 

anything which we should be aware of or can help with.  

 

If you have any questions, please contact me or the schools. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

J Buckingham 


