
LO: To understand how Willy Russell 

creates characters through dialogue and 
action

Lesson 5



Characterisation: Blood Brothers

Mrs Johnstone:

Read from Mrs Johnstone’s “Once I had a…” to “You’re 
expecting twins” (p11)

Consider the stage directions, Mrs Johnstone’s actions and 
gestures and the dialogue she uses.

What are your first impressions of Mrs Johnstone?

Find 5 words from the list below that best describe her:



Mrs Johnstone
Look at the things Mrs Johnstone says and does in the 

opening scenes. What is revealed about her?

What Mr Johnstone says 
/ does

suggests What it shows

“look, next week I’ll pay y’” shows

“We got married at the 
registry an’ then we had a 
‘do’””

shows

shows Mrs. Johnstone struggles to feed her 
family

“We’ll live like kings, like 
bright young things”

shows

“never put new shoes on a 
table”

shows



Write it up

Your work so far about Mrs 

Johnstone will describe 

aspects of her personality. 

Where did those ideas come 

from?

Playwrights create 

characters through stage 

directions, dialogue and 

action but do you know 

exactly what these things 

are?

Date: 

Mrs Johnstone

My first impression of Mrs 
Johnstone is that she is…

Write a paragraph explaining the 
word choices you made.



Sentence Starters

To help you write about Mrs. Johnstone you could use some 

of the sentence starters below:

Date: 

Mrs Johnstone

The first thing we notice about Mrs Johnstone is...

Her conversation with the milkman suggests that…

The way she speaks shows that…

Her conversation with Mrs Lyons shows…



Plenary:
• ‘Just a minute’: cruel or kind? The Narrator 

asks the audience if they had ever heard of a 
mother ‘so cruel.’ Do you think that she is cruel 
or kind, from the first pages of the script?

• Select students to speak for one minute 
without hesitation, deviation or repetition on 
whether or not the narrator is correct in 
suggesting that Mrs Johnstone is cruel. (AO1)


