LO: To understand the role of the
narrator

Blood Brothers

Act One
Lesson 4: The role of the narrator

What do you believe the opening speech of the play will be
about?
Look at the types of words used, the mood/atmosphere created
by the words and what themes might be suggested by the
words.

Main Activities:
Read from the start of the play to the Narrator’s exit and
answer the following questions: (AO1)
• What is the effect of Mrs Johnstone’s first line?
• Why do you think Willy Russell uses a Narrator in the play rather
than just having the actors act out what has happened in
realistic scenes from the very beginning?
• What facts do you learn about the characters in Blood Brothers
from the opening?
• What opinions does the Narrator express about Mrs Johnstone?

Main Activities:
Identify examples of
language features in the
Narrator’s opening speech.
Rhyming couplets
Alternating rhymes
Dialect
Foreshadowing

Main Activities:
Find 3 similarities and 3 differences.

Comparison: Compare the opening of Blood Brothers with the
opening Chorus speech from Romeo and Juliet. (AO1 & AO3)
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Two households, both alike in dignity,
In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,
From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,
Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.
From forth the fatal loins of these two foes
A pair of star-cross’d lovers take their life;
Whose misadventured piteous overthrows
Do with their death bury their parents’ strife.
The fearful passage of their death-mark’d love,
And the continuance of their parents’ rage,
Which, but their children’s end, nought could remove,
Is now the two hours’ traffic of our stage;
The which if you with patient ears attend,
What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

Plenary
• Capturing the audience. Write a
paragraph on the following question:

• ‘How does the playwright, Willy Russell,
engage the audience’s interest from the
first few minutes of the play?’ (AO1, AO2)

