
Introduction to the Play

Blood Brothers

Act One

Lesson 2: Author and Setting



Willy Russell

Blood Brothers



Willy Russell was born in Liverpool and grew up in a working class 

family. After leaving school with only one O level, he became a 

hairdresser and ran his own salon before trying his hand at a variety of 

jobs, including writing songs which were performed in local folk clubs. 

He also contributed songs and sketches to local radio programmes. At 

20 years old, he returned to college and became a teacher in the 

Toxteth area of Liverpool and two years later his first play, Blind 

Scouse, was premiered at the Edinburgh Festival. 

Willy Russell

http://www.willyrussell.com/Willy%20Russell%20biography.doc


Setting: Liverpool



Willy Russell never refers to a 
specific time in Blood Brothers but 
we can assume that the play begins 
in the late nineteen fifties and ends 
in the early eighties. 

It is significant that the play is also 
set in Liverpool. At the time the city 
was predominately working class 
which meant many families were 
struggling with unemployment and 
poverty. 

Setting



We KNOW this is when the play is 
set because events in the play 
correspond with major social and 
political happenings of that time. For 
example, at the end of Act One the 
Johnston’s are rehoused by the 
council from Liverpool to 
Skelmersdale. 

Such population migration from 
inner-city slums to New Towns
happened across Britain during the 
1960s.

Setting Continued…



Mickey’s unemployment during Act 
two places later events in the late 
nineteen seventies or early eighties as 
factory closures and mass 
unemployment swept through many 
British towns at this time.

This period in history which is known 
as the Thatcher era, was an extremely 
difficult time in history with thousands 
of families struggling to cope with job 
cuts.

Setting…



Although Willy Russell wants 
to entertain the audience he 
also wants them to think 
about life in England and in 
particular Liverpool, during 
this time.

Setting…



Liverpool in the 1960s

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVoL9R7
TSSs

• This is the time period in the play for the 
earliest scenes from Mrs. Johnstone’s life. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BVoL9R7TSSs










“ When the mines closed

it was more than just losing

my job. My dad was a 

miner and my Grandad 

before him. They took away

all I knew.”

(William Melvey 1982)              “ I never really thought that

it would happen. But it did. 

having to start from scratch 

at 56 when I should have   

been winding down was soul

destroying”    (Anonymous)



1.Do you think that Willy Russell had a good 

education as a child?  Explain your answer.

2.What social class was Willy Russell brought up 

in?  

3.What period of history does the play span?

4.Can you think of any reasons Willy Russell may 

have for setting the play in Liverpool?

5.What happened to families living in the inner 

city slums of Liverpool in the 1950s and 60s?

Check your understanding




