
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS TERM NEWSLETTER 2020 
Principal’s Message 

At the end of a very ‘different’ year with so many new challenges I would 

like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all our parents and 

carers who have supported us so amazingly throughout. 

We all know that it is so important to work together to best help our young 

people, so your support along with the incredible dedication, commitment 

and energy shown by our staff I feel really confident that we are doing 

everything we can to provide a better future for all our young people. 

I would also like to say how utterly impressed I have been by all our fantastic 

students.  It is a huge challenge living through a pandemic and they have 
adapted to this and managed brilliantly.  They have shown a really positive 

attitude and approach towards school and have been thoroughly impressive. 

I know this Christmas will be very different for all of us but the important 

thing is that we stay safe and look after each other. 

So, with that in mind I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and 

a much better 2021 and I look forward to seeing all our students back in 

school on the 4th of January. 

Mrs Buckingham 

 Nurture is back in town at St. Luke’s 

This has been the first year that Nurture has run, but you wouldn’t be able to 

tell that from the room! A lot of hard work and dedication has been put into 

making Nurture a safe and happy place, where the students feel accepted and 

able to learn and grow. We have created a calming corner at the back of the 

room, somewhere that the students can go when they’re struggling to 

regulate their emotions. The calming corner includes a sensory black out tent, 

bean bags, blankets, lights and sensory toys. The teacher and TA make sure 

that each child has tailored work that meets each of their individual needs and 

enough support in order to succeed and learn in every lesson. On a Monday 

and Tuesday afternoon, the class has nurture time. In these lessons we play 

games together, watch films and make arts and crafts. This hour at the end of 

the day is always really fun and helps the children to build friendships, 

promotes teamwork and helps with their communication skills.   

Miss Mansfield 

St. Luke’s Values 

Respect 

Kindness 

Perseverance 



 

 

Cooking up a storm! 

It has been a busy year in the kitchen, cooking up a storm! Students have 

been developing on their skills and most are beginning to build in 

confidence and trying hard to be independent.   

This term has been focused on job opportunities within the catering 

industry and the KS3 have already started to ask about options for Year 10, 

ready to pick when the time comes!  

It has been lovely to see the student's self -esteem blossom throughout the 

term and lots of opportunities have been created for cross curricular 

learning as well as life skill opportunities. 

Food Tech is great as it is practical and students quickly are able to have an 

end product which they can take home.  Lots even ask to take the recipe 

home to try again later! Have a very merry Christmas and hope you enjoy 

your Christmas dinner!  

Miss Fusco 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skylark bring Outdoor Education to STL 

Every Thursday this term, Nurture have had outdoor education. During 

these trips, we have gone canoeing, rock climbing and hiking! Each week 

we face new challenges and the children are pushed outside of their 

comfort zones. However, they have shown amazing perseverance and 

their teamwork and communication skills continue to improve every 

trip. Not only are they experiencing how fun the outdoors can be, but 

they're building friendships and experiencing different activities and 

places. We can't wait for another term filled with new, exciting 

challenges.  Miss Mansfield 

 

Sport goes from strength to 

strength 

What a great term we have had learning Hockey and Basketball. 

The effort from the students has been fantastic but the cherry 

on top has to be on the last week of term we played a virtual 

match, where we competed against another school in a live 

Basketball 3 throwing competition. 

Don't forget to keep active over the Christmas holiday so we can 

all burn off that huge portion of Christmas pudding or is that just 

us?! 

From the PE Team, we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Mr Jones 1 & Mr Jones 2 

English is the word 

English for the older year groups has involved us looking in 

depth at a variety of genres and books that link to the GCSE 

curriculum. 

Y9 have studied Stone Cold by Robert Swindells – the story of a 

homeless boy called Link and the mysterious disappearance of 

homeless teenagers from the streets of London. 

“Woah! I never guessed the ending…I wasn’t expecting that!” 

Y10 are enjoying the classic novel Lord of the Flies by William 

Golding – when a plane crashes on a desert island and the only 

survivors is a group of schoolboys how will their behaviour start 

to change?  

 

“I think he brings the bullying on himself you know…                  
…that Piggy guy.” 

Y11 are studying their GCSE play Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 

– a modern day West Side Story or Romeo and Juliet. Set in 

Liverpool, Blood Brothers deals with the concept of nature v 

nurture, opposite sides of the social tracks and twin brothers. 

“I agree with the narrator…Mrs Johnstone is evil…who would do 

such a thing.” 

It has been really uplifting to see the students get involved in 

the books chosen for their classes, and some have requested 

what they would like to read next!  

Mrs Price 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Maths Department 

With the Yr9’s just in time for Christmas, we have started 

looking at the value of money and all the different coins and 

notes we can use to buy our lovely Christmas presents.  There 

was much discussion over “Is £10 enough to buy a cinema 

ticket?” With some great answers like ”Well that depends if it 

includes popcorn and drinks.” 

Year 10 have been working their way towards their Level 1 

Functional Skills exam.  This course covers the practical aspects 

of everyday Maths like understanding if a quarter of a tank of 

fuel is enough to get back home after visiting friends!  This 

week we have been looking at fractions, which reminds me of a 

Christmas puzzle: 

Santa wants to share this Christmas cake equally with his 8 of 

his elves but  he can only use THREE straight cuts.  How 

can he cut his cake into 8 slices,  using only three cuts, 

so every elf gets the same size piece of cake? 

 

And finally, some of the Year 11 are getting ready to take their 

Functional Skills exam in January while others are working hard 

towards their GCSE.  They have all just attempted a previous 

year’s exam paper and I am so impressed with the level of 

work they are giving back. 

Wishing you all a lovely Christmas. 

Ms Norris  

   

     

Artist attack  

It’s been an exciting term in the art department, in September 

we began teaching GCSE Art here at St Luke’s. This is a huge 

opportunity for students to get a third GCSE outside of English 

and Math.  Our students have been creating some 

beautiful study work around the artist Carolee Clark and her 

use of colour theory, next term they are excited to have a go at 

creating their own version of Carolee’s iconic work. They are 

excelling at how to follow a unit completely and create a high 

level of work in one year! 

  

 

 

Skills for life not just for school 

Our year 10’s have been working full steam ahead preparing 

for their work skills qualification. This year for their enterprise 

project they planned a Christmas market for the whole school! 

Year 10 have been in charge of creating wonderful products to 

be sold, planning baking and games stalls, and buying all of the 

resources they need. This has been a massive amount of festive 

fun but also teaches essential life skills like budgeting, 

communication, commitment and twirling as part of a 

team. Our Christmas activity day will take place on Thursday 

with our market in the afternoon, it looks to be a huge success! 



 
 

Flames, Flints and Forest School 

 
In the bleak midwinter as we face time at home and away from school it is actually nice to be able to reflect on the positive aspects of 2020.  
“Now what has been positive about 2020” I hear you say and I answer, “its forest schools” yes forest schools with its smell of fire and the 
sound of wind blowing in the trees this simple yet affective class has seen the transformation of many students and teachers alike.   
To be able to sit by a fire and reflect on the world around you has a real healing aspect to it especially after being locked down for so long.  
Firstly, it builds a bond that can last and a confidence that is evident in our students.  We use every tool at our disposal to allow our students 
to get the full effect of outdoor life. 
The first term concentrating on building fires and how to use a “Kelly kettle” this is a boiling device that allows students to boil water and to 
make a hot drink, normally hot chocolate.  This also helps to build perseverance and determination, a life skill that will have endless benefits.   
This term we have used knives and saws with the aim of building confidence in each student and installing knowledge that a knife is a tool and 
not a weapon.   
Our students have learned different cutting techniques that allow them to cut confidently and safely where they now can just sit and whittle 
away enjoying the warmth of the fire and chatting to each other. 
Looking to the future we will be exploring the making of charcoal and even how to bake clay over a fire whilst taking a whittling stage further. 
 

      
 

DT & Construction 

This year within the DT department students have developed their skills using a variety of tools, woods and techniques.  KS3 students have 

created wooden toy cars, retro games and wooden dice.  Thank you to Mr Saunders for all of your hard work this term, who is leaving St. 

Luke’s to move to the West Country, we wish you well for the future  For the older year groups as part of their BTEC L1 qualification students 

have created timber products such as a triple hardwood chopping board and floating wine bottle holder!  Looking forward to next term with 

the introduction of Mr Peyton who is bringing his skills from working in the building trade for over 15 years so students can have a go at 

bricklaying, painting & decorating and even some plumbing! 

    

Wheels are moving in mechanics! 

Mr Harrison has stepped in to support the mechanics provision at St. Luke’s this year and for the first time all students have the opportunity to 

get in to the mechanics garage.  This year students have learnt about Health & Safety, how to carry out a vehicle inspection maintenance, 

changing a tyre, valeting and even about pressure and how to send a rocket into space!  Mr Harrison has also done a fantastic job in being able 

to get bikes donated to the school so students can work and them and also to use for some bike rides! 

     

 



 

KS3 - Theme 

Year 8s have been exploring underwater mythical creatures this term. Do you know what a selkie is? According to Ben a selkie is a seal that can 

shed its skin to become a beautiful woman. Lacie reckons the skin of a mermaid is scaly and is between royal blue to amethyst purple in 

colour.  Ashton described how a mermaid can only return to the water if she has kept a special object from her underwater home. 

 

Year 7s have been exploring 'The Birthday Boy'. Manuk, a Korean village boy who was caught up in the war in the 1950s. Holly describes him as a 

filthy little creature who was curiously searching for a screw out of the ruined plane engine, whereas Evan described the object as a shimmering 

shiny bolt. Tyler used a simile to describe how Manuk was feeling when he found the nut. TJ wrote how Manuk was devastated that his dad was 

no long with him. 

 

 

On a sadder note – Miss Cox 

Miss Cox who has worked at St. Luke’s here for four years will be leaving at the end of term. She arrived as a TA in December 2016 and joined 

Mrs Lowndes class where she had a great introduction to life at St. Luke’s with the year 8s supporting them in their lessons. Her favourite 

lessons were forest schools with Mr Sweeney where the students taught her a lot about the world around and how to build fires and dens. 

After a couple of years, Miss Cox became the Community and Citizenship Lead. This is a lesson where students learn about life, discuss, debate 

and learn together as a group through the use of practical activities, games, debates, quizzes and many other activities. Last year before Covid 

students went out on trips which helped young people take the skills they had discussed in class and use them in the real world. Another 

activity that sticks in the mind was when St. Luke’s helped the local Swindon Wardens with a garden clearing project to help a local family who 

were unable to do it for themselves. This project led to being awarded the Circle of Life award 2019 for "Outstanding commitment to the 

Community".  

Another topic that Miss Cox enjoyed teaching was a taskmaster topic, each week the students would engage in a task which they would have 

to complete together as a class. The students loved this and would often excitedly ask her at the beginning of each week what their task would 

be. This was a fantastic time with students working together, listening to each other, helping, dealing with conflict, and resolving issues.  

Over the last year or so Miss Cox has helped to run the school Twitter, this is a fantastic tool for sharing with the wider world some of the 

really exciting things that are going on in school every single day. Some parents have been interacting with us on this and are really proud of 

their children featuring in tweets throughout the week. If you would like to see what we are up to please do look us up on Twitter and follow 

us if you can by searching @stlukesswindon.  We are sure that Miss Cox will be keeping in touch via Twitter to see all exciting things the school 

and students are up to, we hope you will join us in supporting our students in the same way.  

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Week at St. Luke’s 

 

The last week of term has been a fantastic build up of events and activities towards the finale on Thursday             

with a Festive Funday! 

We have had: 

A basketball online competition against The Peak Academy school to win the directors shield ….. which St. Luke’s 

won! 

  

 

 

 

A Christmas lunch fit for a king or queen!  

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas activities including slime making, hot chocolate sticks, quiz and snow globes!    

 

And a Christmas Market selling products made by students, as well as guess how many sweets in a jar won by Mrs 

Barnes (she does work in finance!) and finally name the bear competition which Toby correctly guessed was Serena!  

All profits are going to be donated to a local charity called Shine. Shine works to support young people, families and 

their community, making places and people Shine. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

News from Pastoral! 

 

Points mean prizes! 

Now that it is coming to the end of the term, our students are starting to 

cash in their points they have collected over the last 7 weeks to win a prize 

they have all worked very hard for! 

We have many prizes on offer for our students such as Amazon vouchers, 

Make- up hamper, Watches and Game Console vouchers. Those students 

that had collected over 1000 were able to get a personalised reward, many 

opted for a higher Game console voucher or a specific voucher such as rock 

climbing. We feel our reward scheme has been a brilliant way to entice the 

students to reach their full potential. They have been able to flourish 

through the first two terms, which can sometimes be the hardest. We are 

so proud and invested in the students that attend St Luke’s and hope to see 

this continue next term for them to win some more prizes. 

 

Another addition to the team for this term has been Trailblazers. The Trailblazers 

have come in to support a group of students through peer mentoring. This has 

worked out very well for a handful of our students and something we wish to 

continue with to support others. 

Of course, we have had the wonders of Willow working with us this term 

who has done a fabulous job in helping the students settle starting from the 

minute they arrive. Willow helps calm many students here at St Luke’s and 

loves when they take her out for walk, despite the poop duty!   

One final thing!  School shoes/trainers need to be black, have no labels and be 

very plain. No evident branding, overly shiny or high cushioning. 

Any concerns around acceptable school shoes - please contact the pastoral 

team who will be able to help. 

 


